Sing as if
everyone’s
listening

Catch the annual children’s choir festival by
The Stop-Gaps Cultural Academy's weekend
show with over 400 talented young singers
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THE kids ame back,

and they are ready
to rasle amd daz
e yvou with (e
talent. The Stop
|:'._|_||-.. Capltuarnl Acad
emy's fourth edithon
ol its annual childrens
chole  festival Younger
Than Springtime J0J3 pre
SeNES 4 new themie M Aot
Musicals ag 4 Bandra venue
this weekend

S& o take the stage are
nearly 405 children from over
12 ety cholrs. from schools
andd Instimations inclidimg Don
Bosco  Intematiomal  School,
Happy Home & S5chool for the
Blind, Symphany Volces Jun-
jors Choir, Villa Theresa High
School, The Stop-Gaps Junior
Choral Ensemble and the Ek
taal Children's Chobr all the way
Vroim G

These young stars arrive
with big dreams and blgpger
vodoes that wnravel year aiver
year on The Stop-lLaps stage
Children's cholr conductor
Premila Coutinho  tells s,
“The children ook forward o
showrcaging their vocal capa-
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lirles as thiey refearse chal-
lemging pleces [or this years
festival, Including Johnmy
one note from Babes in
Arme, and Ease down
the yellow brick road
from The Wizard of
Oz and the Wiz; both
[t In perfectly with

the theme.”
Mefili Mehta Mok
Foundation’s (ML)
The Singing Tree Chodr will
bring onstage over I students
from |ts streqgeth of LS junior
indididle and sEnkon BIOLI Sang-
erk Ll by condusctors Redini
Basu and Khursheed Printer
the group has put up arange of
ahirws including performan:
5 with masstro Zubin Mehia
Alter reoenthy concluding thetr
annual concert, the ensemble
of 11 to 1B-yeir-odds is keen o
take up their next concert here
this wedkend, Basu remarks

Rohand Bagy

Fremila
Coutinho
We will be performing two
very  different pleces  [rom
the musicals Wikcked and The
LrEalest  Showman,  which
will showcase the diverse and
EXIENEIVE FANEE al the chioir's
repertoire.” Returning to the
festival Tor thesle fourth con
secutive  performance, the
choir will be pccompanied by
12 musicians from MMMFs
Senior String Ensemble who
will switch roles between the
perlarmances, [rom singlng to
|l|.l'|.'l:I 1 INSTTIIMEns

Speaking aboutr a diverse
range of penres, The Beatr
Crew from Kanakla |nterna
tanEl Sehaool, ChEmbur are no
strangers o switchlng up their
performances. Led by condu
tor Felix Hug, who moved to

Children froem the chodr group. The Singing Tree. RMehb Mehta Music Foundation, perborm at a concert

(Clockwise from bop) The Stop
Gaps Junsors ensemble; The
Beats Crew, Kanakia lnternational
Schoal: Ektaal Crbdren & Chos
PFriom Lwia

MUiombel by SO0 roen Germ
iy, the chiodr has sung blues at
the Mahindra Blues Festival
earlber this year, and composed
& oy soeg as a tribaite for COV
I0-19 warriors im 2000, This
fesgival, they will “use masb
as a tood for change, a8 Hug
AaYE 10 thetr rendition of songs
Troam Saralinal, a South African
resical abair the 1900 Sovedo
uprising, and Les Misérables,
Following the schools mot
to 2 The Extra Degree that
encompasses the effort (o go
the extra mile, Hug tells us that
thé chilidren aré dedicateéd (o
rehearsals while juggling ex
tracurricular activitles, studies
and extra classes

Slmillarly, The S5Stop-Gips
Junbors meet every Sunday
for rebearsals where they be
gin with vocal exercises before
shifting focus to singing in
harmany. "Unce the grownd
waork Is done, the pleces are
then put vxpether along with
choreography. Finally, we fine-
fune the output with emphasis
on quality and consistency,”
Coatinhio shuanss

While the sheer effort put
in by these voung performers
ensures the andience of a great
show, the festival also oflers
IMOTe EXPaOEIre fior the choral
groups, “Wearsexcited tointer
actwith other cholrs backstage
and se¢ them perfonn onstage;
both are great learning oppor-
mnities for young musicians,
Bagu concludies

September 9 6.30 pm
St Andrew's Auditorium,
Bandra ‘West.
Tthestopgaps
tBO0




